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A view of the kiln section at Midway Ceramics. The 
raw clay products are fired to a temperature of about 

1050 degC. This is the heart of the business.
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The Premises of Midway Ceramics
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The premises of Progress Ceramics. 
Approximately 4500 square metres of factory 

space
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City Power Account dated 13th October 2004

Consumption 158 000 kwHrs    R 20 461
Max Demand 608 KVA                R 31 275
Service Charge R      306

Total R 52 042
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Joburg Power Account 9 years later dated June 2013

R 235 369 (incl Vat) for 100 000 kWhrs LESS than was 
consumed in 2004

R 235 369 
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Electrical Consumption 55 404 kWHrs
Total Cost R 111 974

Consumption 55 404 kWHrs

Consumption     R 110 288 
Service Charge   R        419
Network Charge R        159
DSM Levy            R     1 108   Total R 111 974

7



Bill Adjusted to Consumption of 
158 000 kWHrs

• (R 111 974/ 55 404) x 158 000 = R 319 325

• % Increase in 9 years = R319 325/R 52 042 * 100

• =  614%

• ie over 614 percent in 9 years

• This equates to a compound increase of 
approximately 23.4% per year
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Graphical View of 23.4% 
Compounded Tariff Increase 

experienced by Progress Ceramics
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South African GDP currently 
UD$295 Billion

Debt to GDP = 51.7% 
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SA Debt to GDP ratio = 51.7%
Total Debt = US$ 153 Bill

= R 2 135 Bill @ R14/US$
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Cost of Free Tertiary Education
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R3bill to R12bill to Recapitalise 
SAA
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Kusile Corruption Hitachi fined 
US$19million

•

• Corruption

• Hitachi Power Africa, a subsidiary of Hitachi, Ltd., 
was found by the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission to have made US$6 million in corrupt 
payments to a front company for the African 
National Congress, the ruling political party in South 
Africa. [9] Hitachi agreed to pay the SEC US$19 
million to settle the charges. [9] Hitachi Power Africa 
is conducting its works at Kusile now under the 
name Mitsubishi Hitachi Power Systems Africa after 
a reorganization in February 2014 combining 
Hitachi, Ltd.'s and Mitsubishi Heavy Industry's 
interests in the region.

•

•
Bloomberg Sept 2015
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Job Losses over the last year

• Retrenchment bloodbath as Sibanye Gold aims to 
chop 7400 jobs

• Companies / 4 August 2017, 08:15am / Dineo Faku

• Labour unions oppose ArcelorMittal's 
retrenchments

• Companies / 17 August 2017, 06:30am / Dineo Faku

• According to Solidarity’s research the following 10 
companies have faced the biggest retrenchment 
process over the past year:

# Company Employees Date

1 Telkom 8 055 2015/16

2 Lonmin 5 108 2016

3 South African Post Office 5 065 2015

4 Harmony Gold 3 100 2015

5 Kumba (Sishen) 2 633 2016

6 Bokoni Platinum 2 600 2016

7 Anglo American Platinum 2 000 2016

8 Unisa 2 000 2015

9 Absa 1 952 2016

10 Samancor Mines 1 700 2016
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